Pulmonary tumor embolism to alveolar septal capillaries. An unusual cause of sudden cor pulmonale.
Although metastatic spread of tumor to the lungs is common, subsequent production of cor pulmonale is not. The involvement of pulmonary alveolar capillaries causing sudden cor pulmonale is very rare. We describe a patient who presented with chest pain and sudden shortness of breath. Autopsy disclosed diffuse pulmonary microembolism to septal capillaries caused by tumor cells from a squamous cell carcinoma of the cervix. To our knowledge, this is the second report of this kind of pulmonary tumor embolism.